The Proposed ‘Roosevelt Route”

The Roosevelt family did more to build up America in the 20™ century than any other
single family - and they had a strong connection to Downeast Maine.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor spent
many summers on Campobello Island in the Bay of Fundy.
There Eleanor entertained the extended 3

family and friends, including Franklin’s
mother Sara and Eleanor’s cousin Teddy,
who had escorted her to her wedding.
Teddy loved the outdoors, and established the wildlife refuge
program; Franklin used this program to create the Moosehorn
Wildlife Refuge in 1937. FDR also championed the alternative energy Passamaquoddy Tidal Project,
which is attracting new interest today. And Teddy had a ship named after him built at Verona Island
near Bucksport, which carried Bowdoin graduate Admiral Peary to the North Pole. The Roosevelt
connections to Maine are numerous.

Cultural heritage tourism is a fast growing segment of the tourism industry.
The Roosevelt Campobello International Park already attracts more than
100,000 visitors a year; there is also an international effort to create a
Roosevelt hiking and biking trail around Quoddy Bay. The promotion of the
Roosevelt family connection can give visitors and tourists one more reason to
experience Downeast Maine’s parks, towns, beautiful scenery.
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The establishment of a signed “Roosevelt Route” will make it easy for the millions of drivers along
Interstate 95 in Bangor to find their way Downeast, benefiting the entire region. This designation will
enhance current Downeast tourism efforts to brand itself as a destination for cultural heritage tourism.

If you like the idea, let us know at the address below. If there is broad support, we will inform
Washington County’s legislative delegation so that they can take steps to designate the Roosevelt
Route.

For more information, or to send comments, please contact:
Sarah Curran, Planning Decisions (207) 623-8914 sarahcurran@maine.rr.com




